






















Mountain Bluebird ( Sialia currucoides) 

Middle Creek Wildlife Management Area, Lancaster County, PA 
April 6, 2011 

An adult male Mountain 'Bluebird was present at this site several days prior to my 
sighting, so it was observed by many and photographed by a few people before I 
was able to make the trip to see it. 

Fortunately it was present when I arrived and I had somewhat distant views for 
approximately 45 minutes through my Leica scope. It would perch on cornstalks, 
fly down to the ground to catch insects and fly back to perch on a cornstalk. I 
also saw it hover over the field several times before landing on the ground. Due 
to the distance I was unable to obtain photographs. There were a few Eastern 
Bluebirds in the same area for size and shape comparison. 

DESCRIPTION 

• Thrush like in build and behavior. Perched motionless with a periodic turn 
of the head like other members of this group. Thinner than Eastern 
Bluebird with a longer tail making it appear a bit larger. Smaller than an 
American Robin. 

• Head, breast, sides, back, wings and tail sky blue. The blue was darker 
and more intense on the head and back compared to the breast. No rust 
color on the breast or any other part of the bird. No eye ring or eye line. 

• Undertail and lower belly were white. 

• Bill rather thin like a typical thrush, appeared longer than an Eastern 
Bluebird's bill; black. Feet and legs black. Eyes appeared black. 
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Record No: 649-01-2011 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round One 

Species: Mountain Bluebird Sialia currucoides 

Date of Sighting: 30 March 2011 to 15 April 2011 
County : LANCASTER 
Location : MIDDLE CREEK WMA 
Observer(s): Sid Hostter, Evelyn Koppel, m.obs. 

Date of Submission: 2011 
Submitted by: GeoffMalosh, Randy Miller, Al Guarente, Devich Farbotnik, Jeffrey Davis, Mike Fialkovich 

Written Description: Yes Photo: Yes Specimen: No Recording: No 
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T. Johnson K_ 
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